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Report Purpose and Use

The annual exam report provides OEBC members and stakeholders, including the public, with information
about the performance of the OEBC exam. The reporting period is October 1 to September 30.

Optometry regulators rely on the OEBC exam for the purpose of registration, i.e. that individuals who have
passed the OEBC exam have met the minimum required competence for registration to practice. This report
including exam reliability statistics provides assurance to the regulatory bodies that they may rely on the OEBC
exam for the purpose intended. This report is presented to OEBC members and published on the OEBC website
annually.

NB: Examination statistics in this report are approvedlaytek! 3 8 S&daVYSyda [ GR® YR h9./ Q& LINAYyOAL
psychometrician A. Marini, PhD.
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What is OEBC?

¢KS hLIWG2YSGNE 9EIFYAYAY3 . 2FNR 2F /IyFRI 6FLftaz2 OFttSR dah9./ &0
national examining body for optometry incorporated as a-fart

LINEFAG O2NLE2NIGAZ2Y AY wmMddbdp & &/ FYIFIRALY 9EFYAYSNA Ay hLi2YSa
members are the ten provincial regulatory bodies of optometry in
Canada who elect the board of directors of OEBC. The board governs
the corporation and the CEO manages the operations.

h 9 . Vigba igo be the recognized leader in competence
FaasSaaySyda 7F2N hL sissoniddRreatey / I y I RI
and administer a legally valid and defensible examination to assess
O2YLISGSYOS Ay (KS LINI OUAQ&ue2 ¥ 2LJi2Y
are a commitment to trust, integrity, transparency, engagement and
NBalLlRyaAroAtAdesd ho./ Qa SEIFY &aSNWBAOS
oebc.ca.

Send communication inquiries to exams@oebc.ca.
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A Message from our Chief Executive Officer

As OEBC continues to carry out the goals outlined in guab strategic plan, we focused this year on actions ta
increase transparency, clarity and accessibility of information about the exam and assessment process to o
candidates, practicing professionals and regulatory bodies.

OEBC Exam :
In November 2017 and May 2018, O‘I‘EBC held the second and third consecutive adrrlinistrations of the OE =i' > exam
GAGK | gNRGGSY SEFY YR I LN} OGAOKE SEFY --.Avaf,‘-“-

Hamilton with the support of an experienced standardized patient program.

OSCE Video
Candidates hope to be as prepared as possible for the exam and OEBC strives to facilitate their understanding of
what they can expect. This is one measure of fairness in a licensure exam. A candidate guide tells candidates
what to expect in an OSCE administration; a video shows and tells what to expect. From October to February,
OEBC staff and volunteers worked with a video production company to design, script in English and French and
film key parts of an OSCE administration. Video topics include: candidate orientation (arrival, identification), and
elements of an interactive station. The videos were made available to candidates on the website starting
CSOoNXHzZE NE Hamyd® 9ELISNASYOSR GSIYa FyR 2dzNJ 92t dzy i SSNEQ ISy SNE dza

a h aald3ion ido create and administer a legally valid and defensible
SEFYAYFOA2Y (2 |aasaa O2YLISGSYOS Ay GKS LIN
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Exam policies
OEBC exam policies are carried out by staff involving the profession and legal counsel as required. Level 2 and 3
appeals panels are made up of optometrists and considered in the form of legal hearings. There were no
material changes to exam policies between October 2017 and September 2018. Administrative and clarification
changes were as follows:
A Exam eligibility and retake polieypdated to reflect transition from paper to online process
A Publication of results policyupdated to reflect transition from paper to online process
A Withdrawals and Refunds polieyevisions to distinguish the conditions for a refund versus conditions for

withdrawal and assure candidates they may withdraw at any time for any reason up to the start of the exang ¢y + 2 £ dzy 1 § S N&

Revisions also clarify withdrawal requirements that are consistent with the eligibility/retake policy. reminded me of what
. . . the expectations are of
Online Service Delivery me. After years of

OEBQ had _|ts fII‘S.t full year of onlln_e reg_lstratlon f(_)r the fall and spring exams. OEBC_repIaced paper r_esults practice, we easily forget
reporting with online results reporting with the spring 2018 exam administration. The issuance of individual - A ,

: . . : . . T UKSYode
candidate exam results was launched rliche providing candidates with online access to their individual results M. Sv. OD
anytime, from anywhere. OEBC continues to print and mail candidates a copy of the certificate of competenceT. - Y
OEBC also provided its members, the 10 provincial optometric regulators with a pass/fail report for the spring
2018 exam and intends to continue to provide this after each exam.

Exam eligibility for internationally educated candidates

The Federation of Optometry Regulatory Authorities of Canada (FORAC) verifies eligibility of internationally

educated optometrists to initially attempt the OEBC exam undeighem Eligibility and Retake Polikykeeping

g A 0 K Publk&@ion@f Exam Residts SEI'Y L2t A0&3 Ay WdzZ & h9./ LINROJARSR (KS LI adacx
who had taken the exam since June 2017.
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Strategic initiatives

Ly adzZlJL2 NI 27F h9. / Q&18avalles df thadshatenclyhhll igtégfityiahdSaa ongothdl) H A M T

commitment to continuous improvement, OEBC:

A updatedtheg S6 aA GS Wt (8Bc|catb stpportfhe Bdbilzenabled website and reviewed the
French and English websites for content consistency,

A hired a consultant to complete andependent exam fairness reviewf its published exam policies and
procedures, anavorked with an independent test accommodations expert to reviewabeommodations
policy and procedure for implementation in 2048, and

A held afacilitated national discussiomf memberrepresentatives and invited panelists from other Canadian
exam boards about fair and defensible licensure exams.

Competency Profile Development published article

In June, the Canadian Journal of Optometry published an OEBC article telling how the competency profile, th g
F2dzy RFGA2Y 2F GKS h9./ SEIFIYX gl a RSO8EsuUIDRD ¢ KS

Tami Hynes
Chief Executive Officer

M

G2 0S |a LINBLI NBR |a L}aa
SAN) dzy RSNARUGOFYRAY3 2F gKI
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The importance of our
volunteers

OEBGC relies heavily on members of the
profession volunteering in various ways to
deliver the exam such as writing OSCE and
written exam cases and questions, setting
the pass score, examining candidates at the
OSCE and scoring validation. Volunteers
receive a modest honorarium for their time.
We hope to foster a volunteer culture that
provides professionals with opportunities of
value to collaborate with each other,
develop relationships with new optometrists
and contribute to the growth of the
profession.

Learn more about volunteer
qualifications, training and continuing
education credit$ere

MESSAGE FROM OUR CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

LG KFa 0SSy
privilege to review the
in-coming talent to our
profession. Their
youthful enthusiasm has
reinvigorated my
practice. It challenges
you to get out of the
routine and change
things up.

T C. Alford, OD
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201718 ADMINISTRATION RESUL

2017-18 Exam Administration Results

2017-18 OEBC Exam Delivery

In 201718, OEBC completed a total of 6 separate administrations in two locations and the two official
languages as follows:

October 2017 written exam in Montreal (French)

October 2017 written exam in Hamilton (English, bilingual)
October 2017 OSCE in Hamilton (English, French)

May 2018 written exam in Montreal (French)

May 2018 written exam in Hamilton (English, bilingual)
May 2018 OSCE in Hamilton (English, French)

To To Do o Do Do
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201718 Exam Performance Highlights e A

Candidates challenging the OEBC

In total, 228candidates participated in the 2042018 administration cycle. OEBC saw t-attempt
candidates for the OEBC written examination and OSCE.

Pass rates for first

Pass rates attempt candidates

The OEBC 20418 Administration Scorecards provide pass ratesaydidate subgroupnd by attempt. The first remained the same for
Scorecard reports then-Cycle Pass rat&8.7%, as well as thetal Pass Rat88.2%. The second Scorecard the Canadian subgroup
reports the MultiCycle Pass Rate, which was 83.3%. at 93.5%.

The Total Pass Number, i.e. total number of candidates who have met the examination requirement for
registration/licensure in 20118, was 201.

First attempt pass rates

The first attempt pass rate was comparable at 83.8% versus 84.7% last year. Pass rates for first attempt
candidates remained the same for the Canadian subgroup at 93.5% and increased modestly for the U.S. subgroup
by 2% to 77.6%. First attempt pass rates for internatioradiycated candidates fell 6.5% to 70.4%. It should be

noted, however, that the number of internationalgducated candidates was larger with 27 candidates

compared to 13 candidates last year.

4p 8
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OSCE and WrittenGroup performance across practice areas
The following reflects the final 2 charts.

Reflective of the new competency framework of the OEBC examination, candidate performance is reported for

both the Written examination and OSCE across the relevant practice areas. For the OSCE, 6 of the 9 practice areas
were assessed. For the Written exam, all 9 practice areas were assessed. Please note that each of the practice
areas are weighted and therefore contain varying numbers of items. The percentages indicated reflect the
proportion of total available items achieved by the various groups.

4p» 9
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PURPOSE OF REPORT
WHAT IS OEBC
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ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Canadian us International
In-Cycle Total Pass
First Second Total First Second Total First Second Total Pass Rate ks
Attempt | Attempt CDN Attempt | Attempt us Attempt | Attempt INT
C?_';‘t’;‘f:te 86/92 2/3 88/92 = 66/85 5/9 7185 | 19/27 3/6 22127 | 181/204 201/228
Pass Rate 93.5% 66.7% 95.7% 77.6% 55.6% 83.5% 70.4% 50.0% 81.5% 88.7% 88.2%

In 201718 the second attempt candidates were writtenly attempts.

The reporting period is October 1 to September 30

A pass is conferred oncandidatewhen he/she meets or exceeds the minimum performance level for
each exam component.

<« p 10
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OEBC Scorecard 201718 Mult-Cycle Reassessment Candidates

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Canadian us International
Multi-Cycle
Second Third Fourth Total Second Third Fourth Total Second Third Fourth Total ks s
Attempt Attempt Attempt CDN Attempt Attempt Attempt us Attempt Attempt Attempt INT
Ci’;‘g;‘::te 6/7 NA NA 6/7 10112 12 11 12/14 212 o1 o1 2/3 20124
Pass Rate 85.7% NA NA 85.7% | 83.3% 50.0% 100% 85.7% 100% 0% 0% 66.7% 83.3%
A pass is conferred oncandidatewhen he/she meets or exceeds the minimum performance level for
each exam component.
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Five Year Candidate Numbers*

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

e
G2 KSy L LI NI
@ Total Candidates forces me to challenge
how | perform my

2017-18

@ Canada S

examinations (others
Bus may do things differently
B International from me but still

I RSljdz2t (St &o0d

2016-17 T S. Ricard, OD

*Note that the FiveYear Numbers Trend contains data for two years aslithere are two annual sets of
data available. Subsequent data will be included as it becomes available untiyadiveend can be
reported.

4 p 12
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Total Pass Rate

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Pass Rate n=201

Fail Rate n=27

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%
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In-Cycle Pass Rate

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Pass Rate n=181

Fail Rate n=23

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%
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Five Year hCycle Pass Rate*

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

- 0 0
2017-18 95.7% 83.5% I Pass Rate .
0 Canada aLGda I ANBE
S to contribute with the
au profession assuring that
 International new optometrists are fit
2016-17 935%  75.6% to enter into the
LINJ OU A OS ¢
T E. Oliva, OD
The data in the table presents pass rates collapsed across the three subgroups (Cedhackded, U®ducated
and Internationallyeducated) which make up the overall candidate pool. Given the diversity within and across the
candidates, performance level for each of the three main subgroups is also reported.
*Note that the FiveYear Numbers Trend contains data for two years aslhere are two annual sets of data
available. Subsequent data will be included as it becomes available untiyeéivérend can be reported.
4 p 15
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Five Year Total Pass Rate*

2017-18 94.9% 83.8%

2016-17 93.5% 75.6%

80.0%

O Pass Rate
@ Canada
ous

| International

The data in the table presents pass rates collapsed across the three subgroups (Cedhackded, U®ducated

and Internationallyeducated) which make up the overall candidate pool. Given the diversity within and across the
candidates, performance level for each of the three main subgroups is also reported.

*Note that the FiveYear Numbers Trend contains data for two years aslhere are two annual sets of data
available. Subsequent data will be included as it becomes available untiyeéivérend can be reported.

PURPOSE OF REPORT
WHAT IS OEBC

MESSAGE FROM OUR CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

G+2ft dzy i SSNAY
me keep up to date

with new practice and
GNBIFGYSyd 3d
T K. Daigle, OD

<« p 16
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Total Pass Rate by Subgroup

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Canadian Trained n=99

U.S. Trained n=99

Internationally Trained n=30

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%
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In-Cycle Pass Rate by Subgroup

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Canadian Trained n=92

U.S. Trained n=85

Internationally Trained n=27

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%
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OSCE Pasgd-irstAttempt Candidate
ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH

COMPETENCE

e
G22NJAYy3 gAd
renewed my enthusiasm
in optometry. It's
encouraging to see
bright new grads excited
G2 SYyGSNI Ay
T K. Mowbray, OD

Pass
n=185

Fail
n=26

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%
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OSCE Pasgd-irstAttempt Candidate by Subgroup

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Canadian Trained n=92

U.S. Trained n=91

Internationally Trained n=28

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%
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Written Exam PassFirstAttempt Candidate
ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Pass

e
n=253

Gt NIAOALI GA
OEBC has improved the
quality of care for my
patients, as | am
constantly being
educated on the latest
developments in our
LINE FSaaAz2y dé
T T. McNab, OD

Fail
n=23

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%

This chart reflects individuals who completed the written exam and includes studgn® pfO 2 £ S
R Q2 LJ0 2d¥tS @ NYK /Sde Mbidirdal (EBOUM).
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Written Exam PassFirstAttempt Candidate by Subgroup

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Canadian Trained n=139

U.S. Trained n=104

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%

This chart reflects individuals who completed the written exam and includes studgn® pfO 2 £ S
R Q2 LJ0 2d¥tS @ NYK /Sde Mbidirdal (EBOUM).
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) . 201718 ADMINISTRATION RESUL
OSCE and WrittenGroup Performance Across Practice Areas

Reflective of the new competency framework of the OEBC examination, candidate performance is reported for
both the Written examination and OSCE across the relevant practice areas.

For the OSCE, 6 of the 9 practice areas were assessed.@S@te Group Performance Across Practice Areas

chart indicates, Canadian educated candidates scored the highest of all groups in 5 of the 6 practice areas. For all
candidates, the performance was strongest in the practice areas of Professionalism and Patient Centered Care,
and weakest in Diagnosis & Planning.

For the Written exam, all 9 practice areas were assessed. A¥titken Group Performance Across Practice
Areaschart indicates, Canadian trained candidates scored the highest of all groups in 8 of the 9 practice areas.
For all candidates, the performance was strongest in the practice areas of Communication, Professionalism and
Patient Centered Care and weakest for Scholarship.

Each of the practice areas is weighted and contains varying numbers of items and the percentages reflect the
number of correct as a proportion of total available items, by subgroup.

Charts are based on firstttempt candidates only.

) 23
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OSCEFirstAttempt Candidate Performance Across Practice Areas, by subgra
ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

Communication

Professionalism For all candidates, the

performance was
strongest in the practice
areas of Communication,
m US Trained n=91 Professionalism, and
Patient Centered Care.

Patient Centered Care m Canadian Trained n=92

Assessment

Diagnosis & PlanninE

Patient Management

m Internationally Trained n=28

m All Candidates n=211

70% 75% 80% 85% 90%

a4 p 24
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Written Exam FirstAttempt Candidate Performance Across Practice Areas, b
Su bgroup ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH

COMPETENCE
Commurication |-
Professonaism [ ——
Patient Centered Care/
pssessmen: I———
DiagnOSis & P e cy s ——
Patient Management [ _————
Collaborative Practice s —
Scholarship [—
Practice Management [ —_——

50.00% 60.00% 70.00% 80.00% 90.00% 100.00%

m Canadian Trained n=130 m US Trained n=100
E Internationally Trained n=32 All Candidates n=263

4 p 25
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The Entryto-Practice Exam 2017-18 ADMINISTRATION RESUL

The OEBC Written Exam and OSCE (Objective Structured Clinical Exam) tests whether candidates can
demonstrate the entrylevel competencies the profession has determined are required to enter the practice o
optometry in Canada.

National Competency Profile ) ) ) Blueprint
for Entry-level Optometry

Sets the 92 competencies, grouped into nine Ensures all candidates have equal opportunity Tests if a candidate can demonstrate the
areas of practice, optometrists require for safe, to demonstrate they have the competencies competencies the profession has determined are
effective and ethical practise when entering the necessary to practise optometry safely and required to enter the practice of optometry.
profession. The competency profile was: effectively. The blueprint: A Written Examc one-day, paper exam
A Developed by a group of optometrists in A Outlines the exam structure comprised of 62 cases

2014 A Identifies 87 competencies the Written A OSCE 3.5-hour practical exam comprised of
A Validated through a national survey of exam or OSCE stations may test 16 stations that emphasize clinical reasoning

optometrists in 2015 A Includes the weighting for each area of and professional judgement.
A1 LIINRPOSR 06& h9o./ Qa 02 Niragtile RANBOG2NE AY A Employs Standardized Patients

2015 4 ) 26
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Understanding the OEBC Exam

The OEBC exam (Written exam and OSCE) is a compbteseryexam testing integrated skills and knowledge
grounded in optometric competencies. Optometrists across Canada participated in a survey in 2015 to establ
the competenciesThe National Competency Profile for Eatigvel Optometry (2015% the result of this survey,
and outlines the competencies required for the practice of optometry.

Exam Assesses / 2YLISGSyOe | aas ataeS RJIGaKN2QEKRA R (0 S

A Communication A multiplechoice written exam
A Professionalism based on 62 comprehensive cases
A Patient Centered Care with four test items per case.
A Assessment

Written A Diagnosis & Planning
A Patient Management
A CoIIaboratilve Practice Meet or exceed the
A Scholarship minimum level of
A Practice Management performance as
A Communication An Objective Structure Clinical gfe:ﬁ‘rsmlp;césbsyi/owiggers
A Professionalism Exam (OSCE) with 16 Stations; 11 P 9

. : : : the Angoff cutscore
R Patient Centered Care  Stations are interactive stations i
A A N with standardized patients; the setting method
_ssessmen ) remaining 5 stations are nen
OSCE A Diagnosis & Planning interactive.

A Patient Management
A Collaborative Practice
A Scholarship
A Practice Management

201718 ADMINISTRATION RESUL

ish

Y aza U X

The OSCE and Written
examination are based on the
exam blueprint available at
www.oebc.caThe Written

and OSCE blueprints list the
practice areas and their
weightings; each practice ares
KFa | tAada 27
competency is the ability to
perform a practice task with a
specified level of proficiency.

< )» 27
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Exam Reliability by ComponeniMay 2018

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE

AdministrationNovember 2017 AdministrationMay 2018

.
The Livingston
Component ko[ AGAyIatayQa /25FFAOASY G coefficients in this
table meet and
exceed the generally
expected level of70
for the OSCE
component and .80
for the Written
component,which
demonstrates the
reliability of our test

Written

OSCHRdministration 1

OSCRdministration 2

measures.
*While the November 2017 reliability coefficient exceeds the require criterion of .70 its relatively lower magnitude camherdéday 2018 OSCE
coefficients is related to the small new candidate pool for November 2017 of 22 candidates while the May 2018 new caulida&e 104 and 79
candidates respectively.
Find out more about interpreting the numbésre.
R RRRRRRy(((((VPPPPP_[jhm_—_—_—_ 4 > 28
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Item Analysis and Scoring Chang281718 o
COMPETENCE

e}
Following each exam
administration,

Exam Administration ItemsDeleted from Scoring Reason for Change OEBC analyses items to

ensure they perform in

the anticipated

November 2017- 4 of 248items or 1.6% manner.
Written May 2018 2 of 248itemsor .80% Learn more about the
processhere.

Iltems are deleted if they fail to meet psychometric criteria.
o f 16 stati 6% This may include items that have performance levels within
- ne of 16 stationsr 6% acceptable difficulty levels or items failing to discriminate
OSCRdministration November e

e positively.

Day 1¢ No Deletions
OSCE Administration May PAONRS] Day 2 One of 16stations or 6%

4»29
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Exam Development Process: Choosing and Using Test Items

Optometrist Qualifications

Test Item §
\Bank : New Questions New questions developed (see Creating

Test Items by the profession for the
profession)

Valid Questions ) )

Iltems included
o ltem Exam Scoring
based on the E o .
e . xam Administratiof
decisions of  Selection for A e:nbl )) d& R = ?tt o )) Panel
ptometicts Exam SSembly esults Review
P ' New Questions Analysis

New questions are developed l)
optometrists from across Canada J ) / For each administration, 2 panels
who are trained in question writing. review OSCE stations and written
Questions are translated by a items that have been statistically

bilingual optometrist then identified. The panels decide whether | )
independently reviewed to ensure these stations / items are kept or -~
. accuracy. deleted in the exam scoring.
Question ( g |
Trlage The exam development process: Ambiguous questions are reviewed and either archived (not used 30
<)

going forward) or refined and ultimately returned to the Test Item Bank. This is known as item triage.
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Exam Development Process: Creating Test Items

The OEBC exam is based on an exam blueprint that is derived from the National Competency Profile. We ¢
new items for the written exam and OSCE. To create these items, our writers draw from the OEBC exam
blueprint.

Optometrist Qualifications

Exam Blueprint Exam Question Areas

The OEBC exam blueprint provides the
foundation of the OEBC Written exam an
OSCE.

OEBC Written exam

A 62 cases, 4 multiple choice questions
per case

OSCE

A 16 stations

) 31
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Exam Development Process: Creating Test Items
by the Profession for the Profession

The exam process follows bgstactice in exam development methodology and exam content is grounded in
professional practice. All optometrists undergo training to fulfill the exam development stages. Optometrists

who write questions are different from optometrists who set the cut score (MPL).

p——

Panel
Review

Writing
Question areas and Each test item
targets are assigned  undergoes panel
to each member of review to ensure
the National Writing  alignment with the
Group. competency area,
relevance to practice,
and accuracy and
currency of item
information.

Score Setting

All test items are
reviewed by a third
panel of 812
optometrists to set the
MPL(also known as pass
or cut score) using the
Angoff method.

ASSESSING COMPETENCY WITH
COMPETENCE
Exam Development Process

Translation

Test items on the OSCE

and Written exam are
translated by two

bilingual optometrists.
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