
 
 

 

Optometry Students Save $600 on Board Exam 
 

April 28, 2023 – Effective July 1, 2023, the fee for the national entry-to-practice exam in 
optometry has been lowered from $5100 to $4500. The Optometry Examining Board of Canada 
(OEBC) administers the exam on behalf of its members, the ten provincial optometry regulators 
in Canada.  
 
About half of the new optometrists entering practice in Canada each year are trained at 
optometry schools in the United States.  A few provinces approved the US Board exam as an 
acceptable alternative registration requirement to the Canadian exam. Members would like to 
reduce inequity, especially for Canadian students attending optometry schools in the US, who 
already have a much heavier financial burden. Currently, the US exam is about $1200 more 
expensive than the Canadian exam.  
 
The Canadian board exam is designed to assess if a candidate can practice optometry safely and 
with integrity in Canada. Candidates demonstrate their knowledge and skills to potential 
employers and patients. In addition, they support the Canadian profession, as the OEBC 
bilingual exam is developed by the profession for the profession. 
 
The exam has two components, a case-based written exam ($1500 fee) and a scenario-based 
objective structured clinical evaluation ($3000 fee) to assess competencies in key areas of 
optometry, including ocular health, diagnosis, treatment, patient-centred care, professionalism, 
and communications. Preparation for exams helps candidates deepen their understanding of 
optometry and improve their critical thinking skills. 
 
Final-year optometry students can challenge the exam components during the Fall or Spring 
administration. The written exam is completed online.  
 
A detailed comparison of the Canadian and US Board exams is on the OBEC website, along with 
an independent study, Applicability of Entry to Practice Examinations for Optometry in Canada. 
 
 
About OEBC 
The Optometry Examining Board of Canada establishes a psychometrically valid and defensible 
assessment to establish entry-to-practice competence in optometry in Canada on behalf of its 
members, the ten provincial optometry regulators. OEBC is a national not-for-profit 
corporation.  
 

https://oebc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Board-Exams-Comparison-Chart.pdf
https://oebc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Applicability-of-Entry-to-Practice-Exams-for-Optometry-in-Canada-CJO-Feb-2022-EN.pdf
https://oebc.ca/
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